CUSTOMS   OF   MOSUL

by a generous and lavish distribution of meat and
bread. When starting on a journey, too, it is usual
to give away to the poor either money or food. On
every occasion of life which calls for gratitude to
God, this custom of presenting offerings to the
poor is carried out. One dear woman, a friend of
mine, went even further than this. It was thought
at one time that we should be leaving Mosul for
good, the Mission being withdrawn. Providentially,
this was over-ruled, and when the news arrived
from England that the Mission was to be kept on,
great were the rejoicings amongst the people. The
woman mentioned above immediately desired to
show her thankfulness to God in a very special
way, so spent one whole day in making a large
supply of small loaves of bread, not to distribute
to the poor, but to feed the hungry, starving dogs
of the streets. This by a Moslem woman was,
indeed, a work of love, dogs being looked upon
as unclean beasts. Surely she "that loveth much
shall be forgiven much."

Coffee-making and drinking is associated very
much with life in Mosul. It is the custom there
to give every one who comes to the house a cup of
Arab coffee. This meant sometimes for us giving
at least 200 cups in a day. Not only those who
come as social visitors receive the coffee, but also
all who come to the house on whatever pretext,
whether for meetings, classes, or what not. At
feast times one servant is always told off to do
nothing else but prepare the coffee for the guests.
On each of the great feasts, such as Christmas and
Easter, it is the custom for every one to call, Mos-
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